The IJREE. A brief description
To address both of these challenges in 2013 the International Journal for Research on Extended Education (IJREE) was launched. This was supported by the German Research Foundation (DFG). The editors agreed on the use of the term 'extended education' as this was seen as being broad enough to capture a wide range of relevant practices and research. The journal aimed to present a platform for cross-cultural and cross-national exchange around issues in the field of extended education.
The current journal 2/2015 is the fifth issue of the IJREE -one in 2013, two in 2014 and two in 2015. The first two issues (1/2013; 1/2014) were concerned with specific national research reports. Aspects of extended education were examined across seven countries (in that order): Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany, Korea, England, United States, and Sweden. In the next issue 2/2014 the main topic was University-Community Links: Collaborative Engagement in Extended Learning. Issue 1/2015 was a collection of 'free contributions' (collection of papers without a specific main topic), and the current issue 2/2015 is now on blurring educational boundaries.
How 'international' is the IJREE?
One of the stated aims of the IJREE is to be an international platform for the exchange of ideas and research on aspects of extended education for children and young people. Using the R package rworldmap (South, 2011) figure 1 shows the countries so far included in the journal after only five issues. Researchers from 14 different countries have so far been published. In 2013 the IJREE's authors came from Germany, Netherlands, South Korea, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States. In 2014 in addition three new countries, Taiwan, United Kingdom and Spain, were involved. Five additional countries were included in 2015 -Australia, Denmark, Finland, Japan and Norway. Although the IJREE is still in its early stages of development it already covers a remarkable range of different countries and perspectives. It is becoming a truly 'international' journal. Several parts of Europe, and also selected parts of North America, Asia and Australia are involved. However, there are no researchers publishing in the IJREE from South America and Africa as of yet.
Prospects and future challenges
A challenge for the researchers in the field of extended education is to develop a comprehensive global network. There are researchers concerned with extended education in countries so far not included and the aim is to try to link with these people sharing ideas and research. The IJREE and the NEO ER seem to be appropriate platforms to bring these people together. It will need the continued engagement of IJREE's editors and NEO ER's participants (including the IJREE authors) to reach out and link with relevant researchers, who are not currently affiliated to NEO ER and encourage them to contribute to the journal and the network. In a short space of time the IJREE has started to build a solid reputation as an international journal focused on sharing research and ideas on extended education.
